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Site Kwapalim (KWAP, PSM 31701) is located near the basketball court at Ungwimela
School.  Ungwimela School is a few km east of Kwapalim village proper.  The
soccerfield is right by the road, and the basketball court is just on the other side of the
soccerfield.  The mark is located in a grassy area west of the basketball court.  The school
buildings are uphill from the playing fields.  We decided to put the mark near the
basketball court because they are rebuilding the area with the school buildings and that
ground is likely to be disturbed in the near future.  There are also two reference marks
(RM1 and RM2) within several meters of KWAP.  See description for their location.

To get there:  Drive west towards Kwapalim from Menyamya.  When observing the
GPS site at Menyamya, you will probably have to pay someone from Menyamya to take
you to KWAP by road (if you’ve flown to Menyamya from Lae and don’t have a
vehicle).  It might be a good idea to arrange through either the Menyamya Guesthouse, or
Michael Fayama (who runs the NCA terminal at Menyamya), or through the District
Administrator in Menyamya for a vehicle to go to Kwapalim (in a letter beforehand,
perhaps?).  See Menyamya description for the Guesthouse and Fayama’s contact details.

Security:  This area is very safe, but we did pay someone to sleep in a tent near the site at
night, as we left the site on its own for 4-5 days.  The local people were very aware of the
need to leave the site alone while observations were made, and in the 4-5 days we left the
site, it was not disturbed (despite being within ten meters of the basketball court).  It is a
good idea for whoever is observing at Menyamya to come put the site up at KWAP, and
then return to get it when the obs are done.

Local contact:  The headmaster at Ungwimela school is Joel Matthew, and he lives in
the “newish” house on the schoolgrounds.  His address is:
Joel Matthew, Ungwimela School
Box 6, Menyamya, Morobe Province
Another helpful teacher was Emmanuel Waisa (from Enga).  Another contact that Joel
said would be useful if Joel isn’t there is a local man named Ken Anderson, who is an
elementary trainer and lives in an iron roofed building across the road from the school.

Accommodation:  You can probably leave this site on its own and go back to
Menyamya, but if you decide to stay it is safe to camp at the site.

Food:  There is one trade store across the road, but it is probably better to bring your own
food if you stay here.

Power:  None.

Communications:  None


