(Sycfney Fuel I Barge Pty Ltd)
0418 228 729

The CHEAPEST and HIGHEST QUALITY
FUELS, OILS & LUBRICANTS
on Sydney Harbour

Quality filtered Fuel with Antibacterial Additive
24hr Breakdown Service & Towing
HIAB Crane Barge Services

Materials & Rubbish Transported & Removed
Sullage — Bilge Pump-outs
at your berth or mooring

Office — Ph (02) 9818 7955 Fax (02) 9818 7944
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The right pitch for
every situation

¢ Optimum Performance - Adjustable Pitch Setting

e Maximum Strength - Composite Material
® Maximum Reliability - 3 Year Hub Guarantee

® Maximum Economy - 4 High Performance
Replaceable Blades

Full Range Available - Suits most Brands
20HP - 300HP

iV Austral Propeller
Co. Pty. Ltd.

Phone: (02) 9533 1633

Fax:  (02) 9533 3302
Email:
sales@australpropeller.com.au

www.australpropeller.com.au

We called them Kitchener rudder cutters — a diabolical
40ft contrivance that contributed to our heavy burden of
training and maintenance of our self-esteem.

In the West Indian spring of 1960 we were at anchor off
Georgetown, Grenada with both gangway ladders down.
Approaching the starboard ladder (NCOs and ratings) with
a full load of happy passengers, | made a perfect line for the
bottom end, wound the buckets to full astern and then lost
the plot. | pushed the tiller to port to bed the stern. As all
outboard motor specialists know, | pushed the wrong way.

The resulting entertainment carried the day in an
environment that demanded high decorum. The rather
pompous Officer of the Day (RN of course) leant over the
side and informed me, somewhat sardenically, that in the
Royal Navy “we prefer to leave the boat behind before we
climb the ladder”.

Tim Bowra,
Rozelle.

Solving litter afloat

Yachties have contributed much to helping keep the
harbour clean, and especially in giving a lead in Clean-
up Australia Day. The good work keeps going with some
authorities installing systems to catch litter at the discharge
points of storm water drains, before the material gets into
the sea.

However, spending time on the harbour still reveals too
many floating items like plastic bags, drink containers, and
pieces of styro-foam. ‘

These items look ugly, contribute to pollution, and are
a hazard to marine life. :

[suggest that ferries might help keep the harbour clean by
being fitted with apparatus for “sweeping” the surface waters
alongthe route they travel. Something like the “cow-catcher”
on the front of the old steam trains in Western movies comes
to mind, suitably developed with a fine mesh.

Another option would be a fine-mesh scoop behind a

ferry, to pick up rubbish swirling in the wake. Catamaran

ferries may be suited to a scoop installed between the hulls.
Careful design is needed, to reduce the hazard to wildlife.
Ferries are continuously covering a lot of the harbour. If
allthe rubbish they pushed aside were removed, the harbour
would be a much cleaner place. Equipment thus developed
should also have a wide international market.
Ted Lilley,
Canberra.

Superior vinylester fibreglass technology and oulstanding sound reduction

Non:corrosive water lift mufflers; inline silencers and water gas separators —
exlensive range of standard sizes in stock 3

Bends, reducers, check valves, through hull fittings, transom deflectors,
0D lubing, acouslic insulation, rubber exhaustlline and super. clamps

Duplicate exisling systems or design any configuration to meet your requiremenls

Competitive pricing and highest quality workmanship backed by a 3 year warranty

TAYLOR MARINE EXHAUST & SILENCING SYSTEMS PTY LTD
Ph/Fax: (02) 8401 1038 Mob: 0414 638 997 Email: carl@taylormademarine.com.au
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